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lication of classified informa-

tion By the media in recent years
“hasedestroyed or seriously dam-
intelligence sources of the
t value,” Central Intelligence
by Director William J. Casey
estérday.
result, Casey, whose agency
ofte} refuses to comment on re-
port§ about its-activities, said he
has Pffered to consult with news
orgagizations “on short notice” be-
foredhey publish such accounts.

Speaking at the American Soci-
ety §f Newspaper Editors meeting
her%Casey said reports in print
and fon television have “enabled
th

 hostile to us to avoid huge
invegtments” and to “deprive us of
the Jbility to protect our citizens
fron§terrorist attack.” - - -
pwever, Casey also told the 900
ne per executives that, in his
five wears as CIA director, he has
alsodvitnessed “admirable restraint”
by eflitors asked to withhold or limit
infogmation deemed by the govern-
% to imperil national security if
g public.
@ said that “the most effective
Jof protecting information” was

to Jncrease discipline within the
govemment,” suggesting that the
admenistration is studying whether

newglaws are needed to protect the
gov@rnment against employes leak-

ing Massified data,
) ing cooperation between
the media and the intelligence agen-

ciess'in the interest of the security
of ofir country,” Casey said: -

gve been gratified by the readi-
of many of you to carefully
congider sometimes withholding
publcation of information  which
coulfl jeopardize the public interest
ore frequently, treating a sto-
a manner which meets the

dtional intellivence sources,

need yet minimizes damage

. WILLIAM J. CASEY .
... addresses newspaper editors

“The trick here is to realize the
poténtial for damage and consult’on

howsit might be minimized,” he said.
“Wesare always ready and available
on short notice to help on that.” .
iring the same forum, former
lington Post managing editor
ard Simons, now curator of the
n foundation program for
jourBalists, talked about Washing-
tongas a “secrecy-marinated city”
whefe journalists cannot do their
jobsg efféctively without knowing
and: publishing some - information
thatsthe government deems sectet.
ing one estimate that the gov-
ernfient has classified as many as
20 ghillion documents “secret,” Si-
. said many of the classified
“may not be to protect a
trug secret but to cover up a true
added that “if actions by the
CIA and the Defense Department
cannot stand congressional scrutiny
and public  scrutiny, this nation
ought not be undertaking them.”
Asked later whether the CIA
could act to halt operation of new
civilian communications satellites,

-such as one that the French plan to

lease for use by news and other or-
ganizations, Casey said: .

“I don’t think there’s anything we
can do about it. Anybody can go out
and get any information they want.”
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- “I expect that large news organ-
‘jzations will have ome of those
[large satellites) themselves one of
these days. They do have long-
range cameras, and we don't try to
stop that,” he said.

After the session, Casey a}dded
that if one of the satellites “tries to
overfly our airspace, we might try
to prevent it” but he addegi th_at, in
general, “we try to live with it and
we do what we can to protect our

interests.” _J
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